CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
1616 HUMBOLDT AVENUE, WEST ST. PAUL, MN 55118
_______________________________________________________
ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING
MARCH 2, 2022 AT 6:00PM
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
*Some members may be joining the meeting virtually
1. Call To Order
2. New Business
2.A. Approve February 2, 2022 Minutes
Documents:
020222 ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITTEE MEETING MINUTES.PDF
2.B. No Mow May Discussion
Documents:
NO MOW MAY.PDF
2.C. Explore WSP Days Environmental Fair Ideas
Documents:
MONTH.PDF
2.D. Arbor Day / Bird City USA Discussion
Documents:
BIRDCITYUSAV2.PDF
3. Old Business
3.A. Climate Emergency Resolution Update
Documents:
DRAFT RESOLUTION - DECLARING A CLIMATE EMERGENCY.PDF
3.B. U Of M Student's Final Projects
Documents:
01-05-22 ESPM 4041 - PRESENTATION PROGRAM.PDF
4. Updates

01-05-22 ESPM 4041 - PRESENTATION PROGRAM.PDF
4. Updates
4.A. City Council
4.B. Staff
4.B.1. Greenstep Cities Update
4.C. Planning Commission
4.D. Park & Recreation Committee
5. Other
6. Adjourn
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------If you need an accommodation to participate in the meeting, please contact the ADA Coordinator at
651 -552 -4100, TDD 651 -322 -2323 at least 5 business days prior to the meeting

www.wspmn.gov
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-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

West St. Paul Environmental Committee
February 2, 2022
West St. Paul Municipal Center- City Council Chambers
1. CALL TO ORDER
The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm.
Committee members in attendance: Jade Pennig, Cindy Joaning, Connie LaCombe, Nicholas Hager, Laura
Zanmiller, Ken Paulman, Liz Pearson, Joshua Pryzbylski
Non-voting members in attendance: Robyn Gulley, Dave Lynch, Dave Schletty
2. NEW BUSINESS
a. Approve January 5, 2021 Minutes- The minutes were approved.
b. Introduce New Park and Recreation Committee Liaison- Dave Lynch
Lynch talked about the last Parks and Recreation Committee meeting; members discussed a safety issue with
children running across the street into Emerson Park. They also talked about Community Gardens. One of
Lynch’s pet projects is improving access to wetland spaces in the parks. There is a beautiful pond/wetland
along this River to River trail in Garlough. It is not visible because of invasive species (buckthorn) growth. This
may be a project for both committees.
c. Consider Recommendation Climate Emergency Resolution- Schletty reported that Connie LaCombe
mentioned this resolution and wanted to discuss it at the Committee meeting. Sixteen [Minnesota] cities
have declared a Climate Emergency. The committee did a similar resolution in 2019, which emphasized
carbon pricing. If enough cities declare a climate emergency, action may be done on a state level. Schletty
suggested that the Committee could research on the resolutions passed by other cities and the language that
was used. Most of the work could be done by email and be finished by next month. Paulman commented on
the City of Edina; some cities are already doing the [climate] work. Pennig mentioned that different cities like
Burnsville, St. Louis Park and Cedar Rapids have different climate action plans. It would make sense to
compare and see what makes sense for West St. Paul. Pearson asked about the next steps after the
resolution is approved, and what the City would want the State to do. Hager commented that the resolution
might be used in-house and in the West St. Paul community. This is an emergency; here are the tangible steps
residents can do to implement changes. This is more practical. Zanmiller said we could do both the local and
the get the bigger involvement on the state level. Paulman remarked that there are some limitations on
individuals wanting to make an impact. For example, there are barriers to using public transportation. The
bigger question is if individuals would be willing to making a major impact like living in denser neighborhoods
or deemphasizing automobile use. Pearson suggested using the resolution as a tool to get people in our
community involved. Residents can participate in projects (the GreenSteps program) that the City has
identified. Hager added that he would also like to see big policy goals and resolutions. On a city level, it might
look like denser zoning. Another resolution would be for the City to be carbon neutral by a certain date, at
least for city government activities. Gulley said it could also apply to having developers designing [green]
building plans, I.e. installing solar panels or charging consoles for electric vehicles. The city does not actually
have any “teeth” to ask developers to do these type of buildings. Gulley supports the resolution. Joanning
talked even simpler [incentives.] She mentioned the rebates she received for more energy-efficient home
items like her new efficient boiler and new efficient mini-split. Pennig talked about using the city website to
promote the best practices to the residents. Pearson, LaCombe, Joanning and Paulman volunteered for the
subcommittee on the resolution.
Pennig made a motion to have the subcommittee move forward on forming a climate emergency resolution
for the City of West St. Paul. Paulman seconded the motion. The motion carried. All Ayes
3. OLD BUSINESS
a. Solar Ordinance Amendment Discussion - Schletty reported the Planning Commission and City Council
discussed the code updates and changes to the solar ordinance. Council did approve the changes. A second
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meeting is needed. The final reading will be at the February meeting. It would be a good time for Committee
members to show support.
b. U of MN Student’s Final Projects.
Schletty would like members to look at the presentations and decide on their subcommittees. LaCombe
suggested focusing on the GreenSteps program. Other committees can take the other projects that do not
pertain to the GreenSteps. Schletty said there is an RFP going out on the bike and pedestrian plan
assessment. The students’ assessment will be part of it.
4. UPDATES
a. City Council-Gulley mentioned the Tour de Rec program, which happens monthly. It is a lot of fun; [the
Recreation Department] has a lot of different programming and residents are welcome to drop in the activity.
Her child has been enjoying the Pride Outside program at Dodge Nature Center. Dakota County still has its
tree and shrub sale going on. Explore West St. Paul Days (August 11-13) is returning to the city this summer
as well.
b. Staff
i. West St. Paul Days- Schletty described the three-day event. The City Open House will be on Thursday,
August 11. On Friday, August 12, there will be a parade on Friday evening and the Movie in the Dome,
(Community Choice.) On Saturday, August 13, a Fitness in the Park event and community bike ride
are scheduled for the morning. There will be a gap mid-day. In early afternoon, there will be an arts,
culture and environmental fair in Harmon Park. Schletty would like Members to be involved at an info
table during the fair. Finally, in the evening, there will be a big party at the Sports Complex with a
band (PopRocks). There will be a beer garden and food trucks and possibly fireworks as well.
ii. City Hall Reconstruction-the reconstruction is currently underway.
iii. Planning Commission-NA
iv. Park and Recreation Committee- Lynch said that it is an exciting time for parks. The first pickleball
court was installed. This summer, the first stage of the Marthaler Park reconstruction will be
implemented. It is a three-year plan that will transform the park. This spring is the West St. Paul pool
park playground will be replaced.
5. OTHER
a. Landscaping for Clean Water/Dakota County Soil and Water – Pennig mentioned the online course-.
Applicants sign up for the free class. The course teaches how a watershed works and how to design
backyards and other green spaces for a healthy watershed. Residents can apply for a $250 garden grant
once they have completed the class.
b. WHEP/Dakota County- Schletty mentioned the Wetland Health Education Program volunteer program in
which 3-4 wetlands are selected; volunteers will do evaluations on those wetlands. Participants take
water samples and looking at what types of animals are living there. The findings are submitted to a
consultant. Schletty’s wife volunteered last year, enjoyed it and learned a lot.
6. ADJOURN
With no other business before the Committee and no objections, the Environmental Committee adjourned at 6:57
pm.
Respectfully submitted,
Sharon G. Hatfield
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WE ARE:
Watering less
Helping the pollinators
Saving money on gas
Don't have to mow!

You can join too:
Simply let nature take care of your lawn until the citywide mowing party on June 1
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Keeping WSP green - every month of the year
January

February March

Green topic

Green topic

Green topic

April

May

June

Description

Plant natives

Description

No Mow May

April is a great month to plant Keep from mowing your lawn
native plants. These are
to protect young pollinators.
recurring perennials that help
See more at
our critical pollinators
www.beecityusa.com

July

August

Description

Walk or Bike
instead of drive
As weather warms, get into
habits of biking or walking
one day a week

September

Pump the heat

Green topic

October

November December

Keep AC units at a higher
temperature to use less
energy - especially when
you're at work or the cabin

Green topic
Description

Description

Green topic
Description

Green topic
Description

Sand over salt

Use sand and grit instead of
salt on your sidewalks and
driveways. When salt melts, it
goes down the drains
polluting our lakes and ponds

Why should your municipality get involved and become a Bird City U.S.A?
Birds and Wildlife
First and foremost, it’s simply the right thing to do. In addition to the
ongoing threat of loss of habitat, staggering numbers of birds are
directly killed due to a number of other human‐related causes, and
they need our help.
The Economy
Protecting and helping birds is not only the right thing to do, it is also
good for the economy. Birds are invaluable as controllers of insect
pests, as pollinators of crops, and dispersers of native plant seeds,
and they also generate tremendous economic revenues through the
pastimes of bird feeding and bird watching.
Citizen Pride
Pride is sometimes a less tangible benefit, but gaining and retaining Bird City U.S.A. recognition is an award to the
managers, volunteers, board members and others who work on behalf of better care of a community. Non‐involved
citizens, too, often share a sense of pride that theirs is a Bird City U.S.A.. This may translate to better care of habitat
areas on private property or a willingness to volunteer in the future.
Public Image & Recognition
A community's public image is very important. Being a Bird City U.S.A. helps present the kind of image that most citizens
want to have for the place they live or conduct business. The Bird City U.S.A. signs at community entrances tell visitors
that here is a community that cares about its environment, birds, and community. It is also an indication to prospective
businesses that the quality of life may be better here.
Community Engagement & Education
Education begins with discussion of the requirements and getting organized to apply for Bird City U.S.A. status. In turn,
this can set in motion aid from a variety of professionals in the form of technical advice, literature, films, and other
assistance. Presentation of the Bird City U.S.A. award offers excellent publicity opportunities. This results not only in
satisfaction for the individuals involved and their families, but also provides one more way to reach large numbers of
people with information about birds.
The Bird City U.S.A. program provides direction,
technical assistance, public attention, and
national recognition for municipalities and
communities throughout the United States.
Getting designated as a Bird City U.S.A. is fun,
educational and provides enormous benefits
that include: environmental improvement,
economic benefits, citizen pride, public relations,
citizen pride, recognition & publicity, and
community engagement and education.

Copyright © 2013 ISC‐Audubon. All Rights Reserved

BIRD CITY U.S.A. PROGRAM FACT SHEET

35246 US Hwy 19 #299
Palm Harbor, FL 34684
(727) 733‐0762
www.isc‐audubon.org

Program Process & Requirements

Requirement #1
Creation of a Natural Resource Advisory Group
Create a Natural Resource Advisory Group, if one does not presently exist, and designate one member of this group as
chairperson. The chairperson is responsible for coordinating Bird City U.S.A. efforts and actions.


Creation: Create a Natural Resource Advisory Group for your municipality consisting of no less than six regular
members.



Qualifications: No less than a majority of the members of the Natural Resource Advisory Group shall be
residents of the municipality.



Duties: The group’s primary role should be to facilitate and encourage educational opportunities that lead to
an informed citizenry on topics such as natural resources, ecosystems, open space, and natural corridors that
provide habitat for migratory birds. The group should meet at least one time per year to coordinate, facilitate,
and promote International Migratory Bird Day.

Requirement #2
Recognize International Migratory Bird Day
In its simplest form, International Migratory Bird Day is a one day celebration of migratory birds: their beauty, their
amazing abilities, and the benefits they provide people. What exactly is International Migratory Bird Day?


Create a declaration for your municipality declaring the importance of International Migratory Bird Day, bird
conservation or protecting wildlife habitat.
This declaration should be clearly visible in a public location such as a town or city hall, or library.



Host an annual event in recognition of International Migratory Bird Day
A community event or observance should be held on International Migratory Bird Day. Such events may
include: hosting or coordinating a bird watching tour, coordinating a group nesting box effort, participation in a
bird count, hosting an education workshop on bird identification.

When is International Migratory Bird Day (IMBD)?
IMBD officially takes place on the second Saturday in May of each year. However, we recognize that this date doesn't
work well for all bird event and bird festival organizers, or for the migratory birds themselves. To the south, migratory
birds have left, heading for breeding sites to the north. Farther north, the birds haven't arrived. To correct this problem
while reminding groups that "every day is bird day" and that IMBD should be celebrated year‐round, most U.S. events
take place on any day between the months of March and May. We recommend that the Natural Resource Advisory
Board select a day that is most appropriate given the climate that the municipality is in.
Requirement #3
Complete the Requirements of the Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary Program at one public municipally managed location
By Using the Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary Program as a guide, your landscapes will not only become a haven for birds and
wildlife to enjoy, but will also reduce natural resource depletion, reduce waste and pollution problems while also
improving the health of the landscape in an aesthetically‐pleasing and cost‐effective manner. Sustainable landscaping
practices incorporate beautiful plants, shrubs, and trees and reduce maintenance costs, while at the same time protect
the environment. Using sustainable landscape maintenance practices also makes good business sense, and saves
money.

Bird City U.S.A. Application
Requirement #1 ‐ Creation of a Natural Resource Advisory Group
Create a Natural Resource Advisory Group and designate one member of this group as chairperson. The chairperson is
responsible for coordinating Bird City USA efforts and actions. List group members below, listing the chairperson’s name first on
the list.

name

email

phone

Requirement #2 ‐ Recognize International Migratory Bird Day
In its simplest form, International Migratory Bird Day is a one day celebration of migratory birds, their beauty, their amazing
abilities, and the benefits they provide people.
Create a Declaration for your municipality stating the importance of International Migratory Bird Day. This declaration
should be clearly visible in a public location such as a town or city hall or library.
 Include a photograph of the declaration displayed in a public location
 Include a copy of the declaration.
A community event or observance should be held on International Migratory Bird Day. Such events may include: hosting a
bird watching tour, coordinating a group nesting box effort, participation in a bird count, and/or hosting an education
workshop on bird identification.
Requirement #3 – Complete the Requirements of the Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary Program at One Location
By Using the Bird & Wildlife Sanctuary Program as a guide your landscapes will not only become a haven for birds and wildlife to
enjoy, but will also reduce natural resource depletion, reduce waste, and pollution problems while also improving the health of
the landscape in an aesthetically‐pleasing and cost‐effective manner.
The Bird City U.S.A Program is free for municipalities enrolled as ISC‐Audubon Platinum Members. Platinum Membership fees include a one‐time
registration fee of $250 (first year membership included), and then only $100 annually. Maintaining Platinum Membership is required in order to retain
The Bird City U.S.A. designation. To begin participation in the program mail, fax or email this application form with Platinum Membership (if
applicable) and registration fee (check or credit card).

Municipality Name
Municipality Address

Name on Credit Card
Credit Card Number

Exp. Date

CITY OF WEST ST. PAUL
DAKOTA COUNTY, MINNESOTA
RESOLUTION NO. 22RESOLUTION DECLARING A CLIMATE EMERGENCY IN WEST ST. PAUL,
MINNESOTA

WHEREAS West St Paul has just this past year experienced numerous climate change
related impacts including a record June heat wave, dangerous air quality from drought-fueled
forest fires where even healthy people were encouraged to remain inside, and water restrictions
from the same drought, making it clear that the climate crisis is not only a future issue — it is
affecting us here and now;
WHEREAS extreme weather will create new challenges West St Paul’s infrastructure
and finances and will pose a threat to the economic vitality of our residents and businesses;
WHEREAS the greatest burden from an inadequate response to the climate crisis will be
felt by historically marginalized or underserved communities as well as the youngest generation,
including the children and grandchildren of West St Paul;
WHEREAS in Minnesota, the ten warmest and wettest years ever recorded have all
occurred since 1998, warming surface waters are leading to a significant loss of fish habitat for
many prominent species as well as increasing the risk of harmful algae blooms, forests are
changing as native northern species are strained by warming temperatures, crops are stressed by
cycles of drought and floods, home insurance rates are rising far faster than the national average
from an average of $368 in 1998 to $1348 in 2015, and faster warming winters are leading to
new pests as well as shorter winter recreation seasons;
WHEREAS, the bi-partisan Next Generation Energy Act, passed by the Minnesota State
Legislature and signed by then Governor Tim Pawlenty in 2007, committed our State to
achieving to an 80% reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions by 2050 and with interim
goals of 15% and 30% below 2005 GHG emissions levels by 2015 and 2025, respectively, with
cities being key drivers of achieving these goals;
WHEREAS, our State did not meet its 2015 goal, and is not yet on track to reach our
future targets;
WHEREAS, in April 2016 world leaders from 175 countries, including the United
States, recognized the threat of climate change and the urgent need to combat it by signing the
Paris Agreement, agreeing to “pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5 degrees
Celsius”;
WHEREAS, we have already reached a temperature increase of nearly 1.1 degrees
Celsius (nearly 2 degrees Fahrenheit) as compared to pre-industrial times and the death and

destruction already wrought by this level of global warming demonstrate that the Earth is already
too hot for safety and justice, as attested by increased and intensifying wildfires, floods, rising
seas, diseases, droughts, and extreme weather;
WHEREAS, in August 2021 the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC),
the United Nations body responsible for assessing the science related to climate change, released
a report that stated “It is unequivocal that human influence has warmed the atmosphere and
land,” and that “Human influence has warmed the climate at a rate that is unprecedented in at
least the last 2000 years,” and “with every additional increment of global warming, changes in
extremes continue to become larger”;
WHEREAS, recent scientific research indicates that to achieve the goal of limiting
temperature increase to 1.5 degrees Celsius, carbon emissions must be halved by 2030 and reach
net zero global emissions by 2050;
WHEREAS, a transition to a clean energy economy, if not carefully planned, would
have a disruptive effect on impact on the livelihoods of many in our community while a wellplanned transition may provide expanded job opportunities for local residents;
WHEREAS, 2,012 jurisdictions in 34 countries including Minnesota in the cities of
Robbinsdale, St. Louis Park, Bloomington, Columbia Heights, Golden Valley, Edina, Eden
Prairie, and Crystal Bay Township, have already declared climate emergencies in order to focus
attention on the need for rapid action to address climate change;
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that West St Paul declares that a climate
emergency threatens our city, region, state, nation, humanity and the natural world.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, West St Paul commits to working for a just transition
and climate emergency mobilization effort and will:
 Continue to implement GreenStep Cities best practices related to energy, climate actions,
climate adaptation and resilience, or other appropriate practices.
 Position the city with shovel-ready (or identified) projects to take advantage of state and
federal climate action funding opportunities
 Utilize the committee process and citizen input to identify and advise on opportunities to
improve the air and water quality for the residents of our city.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, West St Paul calls on the Minnesota legislature and
executive branch to immediately and aggressively support cities of all sizes around Minnesota to
both mitigate and adapt to the effects of climate change including providing funding and
resources for the development and implementation of climate action plans.
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, West St Paul calls on the federal government to
immediately commit resources to support the climate mitigation and adaptation efforts of cities
large and small, to invest in the infrastructure needed for a sustainable future, to ensure that
investment is at the scale needed, and to provide the necessary global leadership to keep global
warming to 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 degrees Fahrenheit).

Adopted by the City Council of the City of West St. Paul, Minnesota, this 28th day of February 2022.

Attest:

David J. Napier, Mayor

Nicole Tillander, City Clerk

Presentations to the City Council of West St. Paul by
Students of the University of Minnesota
December 13, 2020
This fall, students in the capstone course for the Environmental Sciences, Policy, and Management major
at the University of Minnesota gathered and synthesized information on a wide range of priorities
identified by the City of West St. Paul, including sustainable vegetation, community engagement,
recycling, and others. We are delighted to share our findings and recommendations with you this evening.
It is our hope that elected officials, city staff, and residents will find this work useful in the pursuit of a
sustainable future for your community.
Presentation Schedule
We will pause briefly for questions between each presentation and invite extended questions after all
presentations have concluded. (Note: * indicates group leader; ^ indicates group liaison)
Opening Remarks by Gaby Gutenkauf
1. Bike and Pedestrian Plan Assessment
Presented by: Gaby Gutenkauf* and Sara Ostertag
With group members: Wyatt Schulman^, Elizabeth Grove, and Crosby Carreno
2. Park Use Assessment
Presented by: Ash Maus* and Angelique Pham
With group members: Chloe Behounek^, William Shirola, and Jordan Bragg
3. Fruit-Bearing Trees and Shrubs
Presented by: Cassandra Barry^ and Mckenzie Beckman*
With group members: Mason Donat^, Lennart Droege, and Amina Muumin
4. Restoring Native Vegetation to South Roberts Street
Presented by: Elise Bernstein* and Justin Highum
With group members: Serena Raths^, Jacob King and Benjamin Adolphson
5. Residential Yard Nutrient Management and Water Use
Presented by: Cole Montgomery and Kate Carnahan^
With group members: Ben Newcomb, Megan Walkenhorst* and Tyler Wrich
6. Adopt-a-Drain and Stormwater Management
Presented by: Michael Spies and Michael Gurrieri
With group members: Alan Knudsen, Jess Jurcek* and Rita Fredrick^
7. Volunteer Urban Tree Survey
Presented by: Lydia Anthony* and Owen Anderson
With group members: Amalia Scipioni^, Jaxen Garlick, and Matthew Wosje
8. Improving the Efficiency of Recycling Education in the City of West St. Paul
Presented by: Rachel Elsen* and Rowan Koch^
With group members: Eden Turnbow, Ethan Cypull and Zach Gazda
9. Green Step Cities
Presented by: Matt Preis and Emily Sheleski^
With group members: Amanda Borwege* and Madyson Hoese
Closing Remarks by Lydia Anthony

Instructors
Kristen C. Nelson, Professor; Eric North, Professor; Hannah Ramer, Teaching Assistant
Acknowledgements
We would like to thank West St. Paul for the opportunity to collaborate on these projects. We are
especially grateful to Assistant Manager Parks and Recreation Manager Dave Schletty for his extended
support, as well as Councilmember Lisa Eng-Sarne and City Manager Nate Burkett for their insightful
comments and questions as we developed our findings.
Executive summaries of each project are included below. We will provide digital copies of the full
reports, appendix materials, webpages, and presentations in January 2022.

Pedestrian and Bike Plan Assessment
Gaby Gutenkauf (presenter), Wyatt Schulman, Elizabeth Grove, Crosby Carreno and
Sara Ostertag (presenter)
The goal of this project is to analyze West St. Paul’s 2011 Pedestrian and Bike Plan to provide a progress
report as well as recommendations for updates to the plan. Increasing population densities have led to
higher levels of traffic congestion in urban areas, compelling cities to increase accessibility to alternative
forms of transportation such as biking and walking. This idea of biking and walking friendly cities is
supported internationally, specifically in the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals, for its
contributions to public health, decreases in emissions, and equitable transportation. In developing this
infrastructure, concerns with safety, equity, and accessibility are consistently acknowledged as reasons
why members of the community do not feel comfortable using these alternative modes of transportation.
An analysis of West St. Paul’s Pedestrian and Bike Plan will identify the extent to which the city has
completed the infrastructure changes established in the plan, while also providing recommendations to
increase biking and walking while still placing an emphasis on stakeholder involvement and safety in the
community.
To develop our recommendations we conducted an observational inventory, equity study, comparative
city analysis, and document analysis. With the findings from these studies we have developed:
● A GIS map showing the progress of treatments to roads and sidewalks planned in the 2011
Pedestrian and Bike Master Plan
As well as the following recommendations:
● Increase signage to make pedestrians and bicyclists more confident about using pedestrian and
bicycle geared transportation
● Re-evaluation of stakeholder involvement in the development of the updated Pedestrian and Bike
plan to ensure for equitable involvement and accessibility
● Integration of the Complete Streets Policy into the updated Pedestrian and Bike Plan
These recommendations will help West St. Paul become a more bike and walk friendly city and provide
reliable alternate forms of transportation. With these suggestions we hope to provide West St. Paul with a
solid starting point for updating the Pedestrian and Bike Master Plan this upcoming year.

Park Use Assessment
Jordan Bragg, Angelique Pham (presenter), Chloe Behounek, William Shirola, and Ash Maus (presenter)
The city of West St. Paul is predicting a sharp increase in population in the next few years due to several
housing developments currently being built. Due to this predicted increase, the City is putting a great deal
of effort into ensuring that moving forward, equity is at the forefront of all future decisions and changes.
University of Minnesota ESPM senior students worked with Dave Schletty, the Assistant Parks and
Recreation Director, to develop several reports that will assist his department and other departments in the
City with making changes to create an inclusive city. The recommendations made in this report have
assessed the parks and how they are used and can be used to assist the Parks Department with future
changes.
The methods used to develop our recommendations were city comparisons, questionnaires for community
members, and questions for potential interviewees. Our group of five used these methods to assess
whether there were any limitations within the current parks system of West St. Paul. Our findings from
these methods lead us to better understand who and how the parks are being used. We were also able to
discover through this process that West St. Paul has similar amenities and accessibility as surrounding
cities. In addition, our findings showed us that the importance of green spaces is not an isolated desire to
just West St. Paul, but has been found to be of importance to many other communities who use their
cities' outdoor public spaces. We used the insight we gained to develop two umbrella categories for
recommendations with subcategories beneath them.
The recommendations developed in this report for the City of West St. Paul are as follows:
1. Equity
i. A community garden to be placed in a desirable location to enrich the community.
ii. Sports equipment rentals for families without access to the sporting equipment their children
wish to use.
iii. Playground infrastructure update to create greater inclusivity in who is able to use the park’s
playgrounds.
2. Future Assessment
i. Surveying community members on a frequent and regular basis will create an element of
equity amongst all new residents of West St. Paul and will ensure that everyone’s voices are
heard.
ii. Future city comparisons will allow for the city to reevaluate how they are growing in terms of
equity and accessibility in comparison to the surrounding cities.

Fruit-Bearing Trees and Shrubs
Cassandra Barry (presenter), Mckenzie Beckman (presenter), Mason Donat, Lennart Droege, and
Amina Muumin
The City of West St Paul’s Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee and Environmental Committee is
interested in exploring the use of fruit-bearing trees and shrubs in public parks. The scope of this
exploration includes assessing community interests and perceptions. Our research supports the
incorporation of edible trees and shrubs as being beneficial in providing a sense of community, as well as
encouraging more environmentally friendly actions. Additional benefits include physical and mental
health benefits from working with gardens, and aesthetic benefits stemming from the presence of
increased greenery. These would be valued improvements to a city environment, and are what the City of
West St. Paul’s Environmental Committee aims to foster through the creation and maintenance of food
forests.
This was a collaboration between the City of West Saint Paul and University of Minnesota undergraduate
seniors in the Environmental, Science, Policy, and Management major. The research was conducted by
the students to form recommendations concerning edible fruit trees and shrubs. The research was
composed of a thorough literature review, as well as interviews with key persons.
Our recommendations are as follows:
1. Fruit-bearing trees and shrubs: We recommend planting fruit trees and shrubs of various species
that fruit across the seasons, to have a constant harvest for anyone interested. Pruning should be
done in a way that enables safe and accessible harvesting. Species should be chosen based on
their maintenance needs, fruit quality, and potential desirability to community members.
2. Community Engagement/Education: Volunteer efforts are critical to the success of food forests.
The city should begin with a detailed survey to community members that would gauge several
factors, such as willingness to forage and/or maintain the plants. The responses to this survey will
help determine what species are in demand, as well as assess community willingness to assist in
maintaining the trees and shrubs. Educational outreach activities and community events can be
organized to motivate volunteers to come out and participate in maintenance or foraging at select
times throughout the year. Educating community volunteers will increase the efficacy of their
work. Signage will be used throughout the park to inform visitors of the purpose of this project as
well as the specifics of each plant present. Training events held by the city in conjunction with
University of Minnesota tree and garden programs will serve to educate the community on how to
care for their food forest. Community groups such as Green Thumbs would have the opportunity
to hold classes and workshops in these spaces.
3. Management Practices: Ensuring that management strategies fit the needs of the specific site
maximizes the benefits of a food forest, and community management fills this role well for West
St. Paul. Some maintenance will need to be conducted by municipal workers, though this will
decrease over time, as community members grow more comfortable with managing the space.
Both maintenance and city-led training should be on a regular schedule. Community-based
management practices encourage engagement and create a stronger relationship among residents.

Restoring Native Vegetation to South Roberts Street
Benjamin Adolphson, Elise Bernstein (presenter), Jacob King, Justin Highum (presenter) and
Serena Raths

The City of West St. Paul collaborated with students at the University of Minnesota to develop a
management plan for the right of way (ROW) vegetation along South Robert Street (S Robert Street).
This report provides an inventory of possible plant species to implement along S Robert Street in the
future.
The City plans to improve the conditions of its ROW vegetation, located along the median and sides of
road areas. The site under review, S Robert Street, experiences harsh conditions from the high volume of
regular traffic, road salt use, inconsistent irrigation, and limited maintenance availability. Yet, ROW
vegetation offers many benefits to the City, such as improved pollinator habitat and aesthetic qualities.
Still, vegetation must be carefully determined due to the hard conditions of the road.
This report generated six study methods, including site observations, expert interviews, outreach literature
reviews, comparable case studies, plant selection, and pollinator research.
After collecting and analyzing various data, we provide three recommendations for the City of West St.
Paul:
1. We identified fifteen native plant species that meet the criteria for ROW vegetation along S
Robert Street. These include three species of grass, two shrub species, and ten flowering
perennials. These plants can withstand the conditions in the right of way, require minimal
maintenance, cater to pollinators, and generate aesthetic value along S Robert Street.
2. We recommend implementing management techniques that are cost and time-effective for West
St. Paul. These include mowing the entire ROW area in early spring to simulate a prairie fire and
pruning select vegetation once annually to meet height requirements for ROW vegetation.
Maintenance personnel should conduct a thorough cleaning of any maintenance equipment to
limit the risk of spreading undesired species.
3. We recommend creating educational material, such as signage and flyers, organizing a
community outreach event, including community involvement through service learning. These
methods allow for community feedback and will spread environmental awareness and expand the
implementation of native, pollinator friendly vegetation across the City.

Residential Yard Nutrient Management and Water Use
Kate Carnahan (Presenter), Cole Montgomery (presenter), Ben Newcomb, Megan Walkenhorst, and
Tyler Wrich

West St. Paul is passionate about improving the sustainability and equity of their city. It has many parks,
water bodies, and recreational areas to enjoy. However, the current management practices for residential
lawn care are affecting the health of the nearby waterbody, Thompson Lake. This report focuses on
informing West St. Paul residents about the best management practices for lawn management, such that
lawns across the City can provide both ecological and cultural benefits.
To determine the best recommendations for the problems of lawn nutrient management and water use in
West St. Paul, several steps needed to be taken. First, a pilot survey was created to determine West St.
Paul residents’ knowledge. Next, we identified similar cities within the metropolitan area to West St. Paul
and reviewed their website information for accessibility and education programs, as compared to West St.
Paul’s. To develop an action plan for the City, University of Minnesota websites were reviewed to
determine best management practices for lawn nutrient management and water use. Finally, the health of
the watershed district region that includes West St. Paul was assessed via the Watershed Health
Assessment Framework.
We found that about 60% of respondents infrequently water their lawn and those that do, water at night or
in the morning. By comparing city websites, we found that the information on West St. Paul’s website
about lawn care could be made clearer with a modified layout, where the lawn care information is found,
and adding more information. From the University of Minnesota lawn management websites, we gained
valuable information on recommendations for best management practices. Finally, with the Watershed
Health Assessment Framework information, we determined that there is some room for improvement in
West St. Paul in terms of watershed management and health.
Based on these findings, we can make the following recommendations to address lawn nutrient
management and water use concerns:
●
●
●
●

Provide more lawn care resources on the city website
Host educational events on nutrient lawn care management and water use
Implement an irrigation controller program
Develop policies for alternative lawns

Adopt-a-Drain and Stormwater Management
Alan Knudsen, Jess Jurcek, Michael Gurrieri (presenter), Michael Spies (presenter), and Rita Fredrick
City residents can play an important role in improving municipal stormwater quality. The Adopt-a-Drain
program provides a unique opportunity for residents to protect water quality by adopting and cleaning
storm drains near where they live. We partnered with the City of West St. Paul for our undergraduate
capstone project to develop recommendations for how to increase participation in Adopt-a-Drain within
the city. There are eight other reports which supplement ours to address sustainability within the city.
We integrated four data collection methods. These methods included interviews with stakeholders, a
survey, spatial analysis of drains and elevations in West St. Paul, and a literary analysis on environmental
education practices.
Through these combined methods, we discovered that word of mouth and existing relationships are
powerful tools for encouraging new participants to sign up for environmental behavior change initiatives
like Adopt-a-Drain. We also learned that Adopt-a-Drain provides many resources for municipalities to
use, such as yard signs, interactive kiosks, and other handout materials. Additionally, we learned that
targeted communication is key to motivating residents to participate in programs like Adopt-a-Drain by
demonstrating to them the connection between water quality and the quality of their community. Based on
these findings, we developed the following recommendations for the City of West St. Paul:
1. Utilize Adopt-a-Drain resources such as yard signs, door hangers, and informational kiosks to
spread awareness about the program
2. Leverage community resources by using existing communication channels, building relationships
with local groups and institutions, and creating community events or competitions to increase
awareness of the program and provide an incentive for participating.
3. Target messages based on local values or water features to connect drain adoptions to improving
the quality of the community and its resources.
Integrating any of the three recommendations above would improve community engagement with the
Adopt-a-Drain program and potential future water quality projects. By adapting these accessible and
effective methods of community engagement, the City of West St. Paul can continue to utilize the Adopta-Drain program for future projects.

Volunteer Urban Tree Survey
Lydia Anthony (presenter), Amalia Scipioni, Owen Anderson (presenter), Jaxen Garlick, and
Matthew Wosje
The City of West St. Paul seeks to gather tree survey data through organizing a volunteer urban
tree survey. West St. Paul needs updated data for the trees on its public lands. The last formal survey was
conducted in 2014, and an attempt at a volunteer urban tree survey in 2015 was not as successful as planned.
The City is currently looking to complete another volunteer tree survey. Volunteer surveys are an example
of citizen science, which is a great way to engage residents and provide a sense of investment in their
community. Volunteers often engage in volunteer surveys for purposes such as enjoying nature and the
natural resources they are surveying, rather than the purpose of contributing to data gathering (Boxall &
McFarlane, 1993). Therefore, West St. Paul must design a volunteer urban tree survey program that allows
volunteers to feel connected to nature above all else, where the steps volunteers participate in for the survey
are centered around their enjoyment of nature and trees.
To provide recommendations as to how West St. Paul can conduct a volunteer urban tree survey,
successful strategies were determined via interviews and a literature review. Dimensions of a successful
volunteer urban tree survey considered were effective recruitment, retaining, and training of volunteers, as
well as how the surveys would be conducted on-the-ground. Remote sensing data was also gathered to
determine the current state of the urban forest of West St. Paul.
To conduct a successful volunteer urban tree survey, West St. Paul should consider what the most
important tree attributes needed to be measured are, provide in-classroom and in-field training, have an
image heavy and text-short training manual, provide appropriate measurement tools, and provide on-site
support for volunteers throughout the survey. Volunteers should receive an assignment of an area to survey,
and work in groups of 2-3.
This report explores the current state of West St. Paul’s tree coverage and inventory, and then
provides recommendations as to how the city can conduct a successful volunteer urban tree survey. The
inventory resulting from the collected data will allow the city to conduct several analyses and queries related
to the urban forest’s tree health, diversity, management, and then social and cost implications.

Improving the Efficiency of Recycling Education
Rachel Elsen (presenter), Rowan Koch (presenter), Eden Turnbow, Ethan Cypull and Zach Gazda

This report covers local recycling patterns, policy, and effective strategies for recycling education to assist
West St. Paul in bolstering current recycling campaigns. Recycling is a powerful tool that should be
maximized in waste reduction. The city of West Saint Paul is currently working to achieve a recycling
rate of 63% as per the 2020 policy plan for the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area. To reach this goal,
education is key. Among recyclers, issues of “wish cycling” and overconfidence in recycling ability
create contaminated loads that end up in the garbage. On the other end of this spectrum, people may opt
out of recycling due to lack of access or confusion on recycling policy.
We interviewed apartment and multi-family property owners, completed a meta-analysis of recycling
education literature, and compared recycling guides dispersed by Dakota County and surrounding
communities. Through these methods, we found that recycling education should be geared towards
residents rather than building managers, recycling education should be marketed for the environmental
benefits rather than monetary incentives, and that overconfidence of recycling knowledge in residents
leads to wish-cycling that contaminates city recycling.
Based on the findings from our interviews, literature review, and document review, we created three
recommendations for the city of West St. Paul to adopt that will increase residential recycling rates and
reduce residential recycling contamination. We recommend that West St. Paul…
I.
II.
III.

Create One West St. Paul Approved Recycling Guide
Create More Opportunities for Easy Recycling
Offer a Recycling Self-Assessment to West. St. Paul Residents

The combination of these three recommendations will reduce confusion around what is accepted as
recycling, will increase the accessibility of recycling, and will allow the residents as well as the city to
gauge their recycling behaviors.

GreenStep Cities
Amanda Borwege, Madyson Hoese, Emily Sheleski (presenter), and Matt Preis (presenter)

The city of West St. Paul has actively been working on making strides in the sustainability realm of city
planning and operations. In 2017, the City showed its commitment to the sustainability by enrolling in the
GreenStep Cities voluntary program. As a result, the City was able to achieve Step 1 public recognition
that same year. As of 2021, the City has already reached Step 3 recognition. With support from University
of Minnesota senior students specializing in environmental policy and sciences, West St. Paul aims to
achieve Step 4 and even 5 City in the next few years.
We developed an evaluation of West St. Paul’s current GreenStep Cities program and ideas for the future
of best practices. Through our research methods, we found that the City has eight remaining best practices
to complete in order to achieve the goal of completing as many as possible. Additionally, we found that in
order to advance in the GreenStep program, it is more feasible to create an internal green team versus
allocating funds for a grant writer.
Three recommendations identified to be both beneficial and achievable by West St. Paul are as follows:
1. Start by completing the eight remaining best practices on the GreenSteps Assessment at either a
1, 2, or 3 star level in order to expand the City’s sustainability efforts.
2. Measure and report on the 8 CORE metrics and 5 additional city performance metrics to advance
to Step 4 in the GreenStep program.
3. Develop an organizational awareness of GreenStep Cities that includes a GreenStep Team that
will influence and encourage future achievements within the program.

